SOVEREIGN 
(GRACE CHURCH 


February 4th, 2018 


“Look thou upon me, and 
be merciful unto me, as 
thou usest to do unto 
those that love thy name.” 
(PSALM 119:132) 


eGR ea New on our bookshelf... Adolph Saphir 
a Christ and the Scriptures 
AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us 
Printed copies are available in the foyer 


JOSEPH D. MURPHY, PASTOR 
WEBSITE 


www.sovereigngrace.us 
ADDRESS 
23033 Hughey Lane 
New Caney, Texas 77357 
MAILING ADDRESS 
PO Box 2160 77357 
PHONE 


(832) 543 5333 


Sunday School 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship 11:00 am 
Wednesday Worship 7:00 pm 


Nursery 
Nursery available for 4 years old and younger 


Please RSVP for the Men’s Breakfast 
February 17th @9 am 


This evening’s podcast will be from PAsToR EMERITUS JACK SHANKS 
Acts 24:1-14 — WHAT Is A CHRISTIAN? 


To find our podcast search for the keyword PurposedGrace on 
Apple’s Podcast App or[ Google’s Play Music App 


*Our featured sermon is made available each Sunday at 6:00 PM 


SOVEREIGN GRACE CHURCH CONFERENCE 
FeB 16TH @ 7 pM | FEB 17TH @ 9 AM (MEN’S BREAKFAST),6 PM | FEB 18TH @ 10 AM 
PASTOR DONNIE BELL, & PASTOR DAVID PLEDGER 


SERPENT OF BRASS 
“...EVERY ONE THAT IS BITTEN, WHEN HE LOOKETH UPON IT, SHALL LIVE” 
(NUMBERS 21:8) 

When the LORD sent fiery poisonous serpents among the children of 
Israel, in the wilderness to bite them, many of them died. So it was no 
surprise that they should come to Moses to confess unto the LORD they 
had sinned against Him by their murmurings. They desperately and earnestly 
begged Moses to pray unto the LORD for them, that the serpents should be 
taken away. What rich mercy and lovingkindness, that the LORD would 
provide them with the remedy to that poison after such monstrous 
murmurings of ingratitude. “And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 
serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, 
and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived” (NUM. 21:8-9). And so 
they that had been brought near to death by those poisonous serpents 
came seeking life. What a strange remedy, that at the sight of that serpent of 
brass all the poison that was flowing through their veins should be arrested 
and put away! How effectual are remedies in the hands of the Most High 
God! The people looked and lived—looking upon that serpent of brass, 
which was a picture, representing the Lord Jesus Christ upon the pole of the 


cross—who gave His life a ransom for His people—washing them from their 
sins in His own blood, delivering them from the eternal penalty due them. 
Beloved, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy He saved us...” “Jesus Christ...loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood” (TITUS 3:5, REVELATION 1:5). 
Look and live! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved!” (ACTS 16:31) If you say that you have no sin, you deceive yourself 
and the truth is not in you; but if you confess your sins, the Saviour is 
faithful and just to forgive your sins and to cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 JOHN 1:9). 

Look and live! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved! My 
sinner friend, you have been fatally bitten, indeed mortally wounded by sin. 
You have good reason to fear the bitter pains of eternal death, for the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die [EZEKIEL 18:4,20]. Without the LORD’s remedy your 
hope shall perish. Any trust in self-remedy is as vain as trusting in a spider’s 
web to hold your weight [JOB 8:13-14]. If not cured by His blood shed on 
the cross, your end must be weeping and gnashing of teeth in hell. The Lord 
Jesus Christ declares a warning to those who trust in their own filthy rags 
righteousness (ISAIAH 64:6), rather than to look and trust in His 
righteousness alone. He says they “are like unto whited sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and 
of all uncleanness.” However, there is yet hope—even for you sinner, for 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 TIMOTHY 1:15). 
Reader, abhor yourself in dust and ashes [JOB 42:6], come to the cross 
and look and live! for He who hung there upon the pole of that cross is 
“able to save [sinners] to the utter most that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them” (HEBREWS 7:25). 
Sinner, you are bitten by the fiery serpent of sin—and the cross of Christ is 
your only cure. While the serpent of brass healed the wounded boay; 
Christ redeems the dead sin sickened soul. The serpent of brass added 
temporal days to those who looked to it; but to those who look to Christ 
days without end; looking not to anything they do, but rather ever so 
blessedly look upon what He has accomplished by His death upon the 
cross. The Lord declares “He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life” (SOHN 5:24). Our Lord plainly tells us 
that this account in the book of Numbers is a representation of Himself (of 
His blessed person and His finished saving work), for He declares in the 
gospel of John “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life” (SOHN 3:14-15). AMEN! 


PASTOR 


“OOK THOU UPON ME, AND BE MERCIFUL UNTO ME” 


“LOOK THOU UPON ME, AND BE MERCIFUL UNTO ME, AS THOU USEST TO DO UNTO 
THOSE THAT LOVE THY NAME. ORDER MY STEPS IN THY WORD: AND LET NOT ANY 
INIQUITY HAVE DOMINION OVER ME.” (PSALM 119:132-133) 


[Beloved] when shall we ever get beyond the need of God’s mercy? 


We feel our need of continual mercy, as our sins abound, as our guilt is felt, 
as our corruption works, as our conscience is burdened, as the iniquities of 
our heart are laid bare, as our hearts are opened up in the Spirit’s light. 


We need mercy for every adulterous look; mercy for every covetous 
thought; mercy for every light and trifling word; mercy for every wicked 
movement of our depraved hearts; mercy while we live; mercy when we 
die; mercy to accompany us every moment; mercy to go with us down to 
the portals of the grave; mercy to carry us safely through the swellings of 
Jordan; mercy to land us safe before the Redeemer’s throne! “Look upon 
me, and be merciful unto me” (PSALM 118:132). 

Why me? Because | am so vile a sinner. Because | am so base a 
backslider. Because | am such a daring transgressor. Because | sin against 
You with every breath that | draw. Because the evils of my heart are 
perpetually manifesting themselves. Because nothing but Your mercy can 
blot out such iniquities as | feel working in my carnal mind [MATT. 7:1 1]. 


| need...inexhaustible mercy, everlasting mercy, Ssuper-abounding mercy. 


Nothing but such mercy as this can suit such a guilty sinner! [And I, indeed 
we, beloved, shall never get beyond the need of it. “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him” COLOSSIANS 2:6] 


[PASTOR] J.C. PHILPOT (1802-1869) 


LOOK AND LIVE 


“LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH; WHO FOR THE JOY 
THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS SET 
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD” (HEBREWS 12:2) 


Look to Jesus, weary one, Look and live, look and live; Look at what the 
Lord has done; Look and live; See Him lifted on the tree, Look and live, 
look and live; Hear Him say, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth: for | am God, and there is none else.” Look and live. 

Look! the Lord is lifted high, Look to Him, He’s ever nigh, Look and live, 
why will you die? Look and live. 

Though unworthy, vile, unclean, Look and live, look and live; Look away 
from self and sin, Look and live. Long by Satan’s power enslaved, Look 
and live, look and live; Look to Him, ye shall be saved, Look and live. 


AN EXCERPT OF A HYMN BY PHILIP P. BLISS (1838-1876) 


